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Recommendations for Torture Survivor Rehabilitation Funding for FY 2014 
 

The effects of torture can last a lifetime for survivors and affect future generations. Torture survivors 
often suffer multiple disabling conditions, including chronic pain, extreme anxiety, sleep disorders, 
depression, and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) that interfere with even the most basic 
functions of daily life. Specialized torture survivor rehabilitation programs have a proven track record 
of assisting torture survivors in gaining control of their lives, building confidence in their futures, 
reuniting with family members, improving their connectedness to the communities they live in, and 
reducing the incidence of serious health problems and dependence on emergency medical care.  
 
Over a decade ago, Congress passed the first Torture Victims Relief Act (TVRA) (PL 105–320—OCT. 30, 
1998) with strong bipartisan support, authorizing funding to support programs domestically and 
overseas that carry out projects or activities specifically designed to treat victims for the physical and 
psychological effects of torture. Nevertheless, with an estimated 500,000 survivors of torture in the 
United States and over 100 million worldwide, demand for services far exceeds resources.  The Center 
for Victims of Torture recommends the following appropriations for FY 2014:  

 
o $16 million per year to the Office of Refugee Resettlement for the Torture Victims Fund; 

 
o $8 million per year to the U.S. Department of State for the United Nations Voluntary Fund 

for Victims of Torture; and 
 

o $12 million per year for torture victim assistance overseas through the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID).  

 
 
Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) Services for Survivors of Torture Program: 
 
Domestically, funding for the ORR Torture Victims Fund has remained stagnant since FY 2010 although 
the needs have dramatically increased. In recent years, the Iraqi refugee crisis and recent arrivals of 
Burmese and Darfur refugees have intensified the need for torture survivor rehabilitation services. The 
planned resettlement of several thousand Congolese in the coming years is expected to further 
increase the need and strain already limited resources. Providing torture survivors with specialized 
services improves their social and economic functions while promoting self-sufficiency and integration. 
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In FY 2013, Congress appropriated $11.088 million to fund a total of 27 non-profit organizations in 17 
states1 and the District of Columbia to provide direct medical, psychological, social, and legal services 
to persons who have been tortured and their family members. Specialized programs also conduct 
outreach and training for community service providers that have access to or work with torture 
survivors.   
 
 
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture: 
 
The United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture (the Fund) is a highly effective grant making 
entity that supports over 230 projects in more than 70 countries, including the United States. Each 
year, these programs help tens of thousands of survivors heal from their deep wounds and rebuild 
their lives through providing psychological, medical and social assistance, legal aid and financial 
support. The U.S. Department of State budget justifications have explained, “[The Fund] supports the 
U.S. foreign policy goal of promoting democracy and human rights…U.S. contributions underscore our 
commitment to the rights of the individual and to the essential importance of protecting these rights.”2 
 
U.S. support for the fund grew steadily between 1993 and 2009, reaching its peak of $7.1 million for 
Fiscal Years 2009 and 2010, then dropping to $5.7 million in FY 2011 and rising again to $6 million in 
Fiscal Years 2012 and 2013.  
 
 
USAID Torture Victim Assistance:  
 
USAID provides funds to foreign treatment centers and international NGOs to assist the treatment and 
rehabilitation of individuals, families, and community members who suffer from the physical and 
psychological effects of torture. USAID projects operate in countries where torture has been 
widespread or systematic—with effects reaching into all or most communities and regions—and seek 
to build local capacity to deliver services to survivors of torture and their families. Beyond that, these 
projects strive to build networks and coalitions to meet the diverse practical, psychological, and social 
needs of people and communities affected by conflict and torture. 
 
In Fiscal Years 2012 and 2013, Congress appropriated $11 million to USAID for funding for torture 
victims assistance.  
 
 
     For more information contact:   
 
     Annie Sovcik, Director of the Washington Office 
     The Center for Victims of Torture    

    asovcik@cvt.org; 202-822-0188  

                                                           
1
 ORR funds programs in the following states: Arizona, California, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Maryland, 

Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Washington.  
2
 U.S. Department of State, Congressional Budget Justification for Foreign Operations, FY 2002, 

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/3961.pdf. 

mailto:asovcik@cvt.org
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/3961.pdf

